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Team Members L to R: Lizz Durbin, Linda Crockett, Deb Helt

2019

-

YEAR

OF

TRANSITION

In 2019, our three-person team took our work to the next level and built a new
organization - “Safe Communities” — a new website, new offices in downtown
Lancaster, and effective January 1, 2020, a new partnership with Bethlehembased fiscal sponsor Humanitarian Social Innovations (HSI), which helps
nonprofit programs develop and grow.

Linda Rentschler, CEO of HSI, said that this is exactly the type of partnership
her organization was created for: to work behind the scenes on the

THANK

YOU!

administrative side to help social entrepreneurs increase their humanitarian
impact. “When I learned about Safe Communities’ program, I realized we may
never know how many innocent lives they have protected. I am proud that we
can help provide an administrative safety net throughout their transition, and a

We want to say thank you from
the bottom of our hearts for
your generous support of Safe
Communities in 2019.

solid foundation on which the organization can grow.”

It is both exciting and challenging...the more people we can train, the more kids

We are slowly building our donor

we are protecting. HSI provides exactly the kind of operational support a

base and are grateful to share

growing nonprofit like us needs so we can continue to focus on all the direct

we had

prevention work we are doing while also building our new organization.

100 individual donors

support our mission over the
past year! This is huge

Those challenges include fundraising, which is critical for any nonprofit, but
particularly tricky for us right now: we had been mostly funded by a multi-year
grant from a national foundation, but that grant program ended this year. While
a lot of national funding is now focused on important issues of stopping online

considering we were fully
funded by a large grant for 8
years.

child exploitation and trafficking, the reality is that children are most at risk of
sexual abuse where they live and play.

Without your help and
investment in the safety of

That’s why we are growing our program. We have seen that community-based
institutions—like youth sports programs and churches—can actually enable and
allow continued abuse. Or they can do the opposite, which is what we set them
up to do: make spaces safer, educate kids and adults, respond to early red
flags to prevent abuse before it happens, and if it does, deal with it
immediately and effectively. Prevention is possible, which is what keeps us
hopeful, despite what we know is the reality of the child sexual abuse crisis.

children, we would not be able
to fulfill our mission - the
protection of children from
sexual abuse and the support of
adult survivors.

IN

THE

PRESS

Linda Crockett collaborated over the past year with an
investigative journalist, Sarah McClure, who has been
developing a story of sexual abuse within Amish
communities. Sarah's article was featured in
Cosmopolitan magazine and went viral on the internet.
Linda was quoted several times and we are grateful to be
a part of this light shining on the darkness.
Check out the story at
https://www.cosmopolitan.com/lifestyle/a30284631/
amish-sexual-abuse-incest-me-too/

GRANT

WRITING

We are learning alot about grant writing and have been

A Survivor’s Thoughts:

successful in receiving three grants so far in 2020! This is
not in our area of expertise or experience, but out of
necessity, we are developing these skills.

“My ‘Circle of Hope’ fellow survivors have inspired me to
make a difference in ending the sexual abuse of all

We've received a grant from the High Foundation, The

people, especially children. Just being there together,

Alpern Family Foundation, and the Silent Samaritan

honestly sharing our most private hurts without shame or

Endowment Fund.

embarrassment proves the healing power that we are
for each other. It helps us all to step outside of

We are grateful for the ways in which these grants will

ourselves and want to fight for all the innocent voices. I

further promote our work and sustain our program to be

love the feeling of the freeing of my heart and mind as

effective in preventing child sexual abuse!

soon as I walk into our safe place.”

JOIN

OUR

COMMUNITY

OF

MONTHLY

DONORS!

Sign up to be a monthly donor and support our invaluable work to protect children from sexual
abuse and support adult survivors.

Set-up your recurring monthly donations on our website: www.safecommunitiespa.org/donate.
Questions? Email info@safecommunitiespa.org.

FOLLOW

US

ON

SOCIAL

MEDIA:

We value your continued support:
To donate online, go to our website - www.safecommunitiespa.org/donate
To donate by mail: Checks should be made payable to Humanitarian Social Innovations
memo line: Safe Communities
Mail to: Safe Communities, 313 W. Liberty St. Suite 242, Lancaster, PA 17603.

